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Additional Reading

Am I Really a 
Christian? By Mike 
McKinley

Night of the Living 
Dead Christian by 
Matt Mikalatos

Not a Fan by Kyle 
Idleman

Am I Really a Christian? Week 2

Part 1: Who doesn't like Jesus?

A song: Reach out and touch faith / Your own personal 
Jesus / Someone to hear your prayers / Someone who 
cares.  (Depeche Mode)

“A man who was completely innocent, offered himself 
as a sacrifice for the good of others, including his 
enemies, and became the ransom of the world. It was a 
perfect act.” - Mahatma _______, Hindu

“Jesus was all right, but his disciples were thick and 
ordinary. It's them twisting it that ruins it for me.” - 
John _______, Not a Christian

“As to Jesus of Nazareth, my opinion of whom you 
particularly desire, I think the system of morals and his 
religion, as he left them to us, the best the world ever 
saw or is likely to see, but I apprehend it has received 
various corrupting changes.” - Benjamin _______, Deist 
(but still called himself a Christian)

“From my point of view I would ban religion 
completely, even though there are some wonderful 
things about it. I love the idea of the teachings of Jesus 
Christ and the beautiful stories about it...” - ______ 
John, Not a Christian

“I am a Jew, but I am enthralled by the luminous figure 
of the Nazarene (Jesus). . . . No one can read the 
Gospels without feeling the actual presence of Jesus. 
His personality pulsates in every word. No myth is filled 
with such life.” - Albert ________, Not a Christian

“I think everybody realizes there is a Lord Jesus Christ. Whether 
they're committed to Him or not, it's gonna be important to them 
before they die to make that decision. We're talking eternal life - 
we're talking forever.” - Randy Johnson, MLB Pitcher

“[Jesus was] an enlightened person.” - the fourteenth 
______ _____, Buddhist

“He [Jesus] said: 'I am indeed a servant of God. He has 
given me revelation and made me a prophet; He has 
made me blessed wheresoever I be; and He has 
enjoined on me prayer and charity as long as I live. He 
has made me kind to my mother, and not overbearing 
or miserable. So peace is on me the day I was born, the 
day that I die, and the day that I shall be raised up to 
life (again)!' Such was Jesus the son of Mary.” (Qur’an 
19:30-33) – ____________, Muslim

Jesus is super awesome when we choose the parts of 
his message that we like and ignore the other parts 
that we don't!

“If I found Jesus I don't think he would be all that 
different from me.” - Marylin ________

The problem is, of course, that the “Jesus” most people 
follow _______ is ______. It is not the Jesus of the 
_______.

You are not a Christian just because you ______ Jesus. 
Instead, being a Christian means that you _______ in 
him. That is to say, you must have _______ in _____.

Part 2: Faith 

Another song: Well you speak of grace and my love so 
sweet / How you thrive on milk, but reject my meat / 
And I can't help weeping of how it will be / If you keep 
on ignoring my words (Keith Green)
 
The Bible doesn't call us to like Jesus but to ______ 
him. 

That takes faith in Jesus, not ______ Jesus or simply  
believing that Jesus _________.

Faith separates the true children of God from those 
who merely _______ Jesus. 



  

Fortunately, we have one who will find us and save us: 
“For the Son of Man came to ______ and to ______ the 
lost.” (Luke 19:10)

Jesus' words are both a ________ and a _________:

Those who come to him recognizing their sin can be 
_________. 

But those who refuse to recognize their sinfulness will 
be __________. He did not come for them. 

2. Jesus is Fully God and Fully Man

Romans 10:9 says, “If you declare with your mouth, 
“Jesus is ______,” and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”

This “Lord” here (where we confess “Jesus is Lord”) 
means something more than ruler. It also means that 
Jesus is ______. 

Consider Thomas after touching the resurrected Jesus 
as he cries out, “My Lord and my ______!” (John 20:28)

Read Jesus' own words: “I told you that you would die 
in your sins; if you do not believe that _____ He, you 
will indeed die in your sins.” (John 8:24) In the Greek, 
there is no “He”, it is added for clarification and 
capitalized to show that the “I am” here is the name of 
_________.

In John 8:58, Jesus calls himself “I am” (God) again, 
“Before Abraham was, _______.” 

John 1:1, John calls Jesus the Word, “ In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was _______.” 

In order to have faith in something we need to know 
about it. Likewise, in order to have faith in Jesus we 
need to understand what he ___, what he is _______ 
and what we _____ to ___.

2 Thessalonians 2:13 says, “from the beginning God 
chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of 
the Spirit and through ______ in the _______.”  

So what is the truth? That there are certain doctrines 
that you must _____, __________ and ________ if you 
want to be a true Christian:

1. You are a Sinner

Romans 3:20,23  says, “Therefore no one will be 
declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the 
law; rather, through the law we become conscious of 
our sin... for all have ________ and fall short of the 
glory of God...”

None of us live a “______ _______”; we are all natural 
born sinners.  

Luke 5:30-32 says, “But the Pharisees and the teachers 
of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his 
disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors 
and sinners?” Jesus answered them, “It is not the 
healthy who need a doctor, but the ______. I have not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

Not only are we sinners, but we need someone to 
_____ ____ because we cannot stop sinning. We are 
lost in our sins.
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“Sometimes people talk about faith as if it is the polar opposite of 
clear thinking or rational thought—faith as a state of certainty in 
the face of contradictory evidence. As a fan of the Philadelphia 
Eagles, I exercise this faith every season as I pick them to win the 
Super Bowl, even though they never, ever (ever!) do. Christian faith 
is not like that.” -Mike McKinley, Am I Really a Christian?
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In case this sounds too esoteric or not concrete enough 
consider why the Jews killed Jesus. John 10:30-33 says, 
"[Jesus said] “I and the Father are ______." The Jews 
took up stones again to stone Him. Jesus answered 
them, "I showed you many good works from the 
Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?" The 
Jews answered Him, "For a good work we do not stone 
You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, 
make Yourself out to be ______."

Paul calls Jesus God as well, “For in Him all the fullness 
of ______ dwells in bodily form.”(Col 2:9)

Whoever wrote Hebrews quoted Psalm 45:6 and 
applies it to Jesus, “But of the Son He says, "Thy throne, 
O ______, is forever and ever, and the righteous 
scepter is the scepter of His kingdom." (Heb 1:8)

There are dozens of passages in the New Testament 
where Jesus calls himself God, is called God, or is 
ascribed the attributes of God. 

Even without the Bible though we know that from the 
first Christians on they thought Jesus was God and 
were willing to ______ for their belief.

But Jesus' full humanity was something that _______ 
struggled with. But to be clear: it was never confused 
by any of the Apostles or Disciples.

Consider 1 John 4:1-3, which specifically address this 
________ (or incorrect belief),  “Dear friends, do not 
believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 
they are from God, because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world.  This is how you can recognize 
the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that 
Jesus Christ has come in the ______ is from God, but 
every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not 
from God.

This is important:

Only a _______ can stand in the place of another 
human. Jesus had to be fully man.

Only God could take on the _______ punishment for 
the sins of all mankind for all time so Jesus had to be 
fully God.

If you don't believe that Jesus is both fully God and fully 
man then you aren't a _________. 

3. Jesus the God-man Saves Through his Death

Being a Christian isn't just about believing who Jesus is, 
but also about what he came to do. 

We already established our sinfulness, but the Bible 
says that “The _______ of God is being revealed from 
heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of 
people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness” 
(Rom 1:18)

Our sinfulness is wickedness and deserves God's wrath.

Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ ______ 
for us.”

True Christians must believe that Jesus  took the 
punishment we were rightly due by dying on the cross. 
Physically dying. Dead. Not swooning, not an image of 
him, not a stand in. Real painful ______ death. 

“Leon Morris wrote, “To put it bluntly and plainly, if Christ is not 
my Substitute, I still occupy the place of a condemned sinner. If my 
sins and my guilt are not transferred to Him, if He did not take 
them upon Himself, then surely they remain with me. If He did not 
deal with my sins, I must face their consequences. If my penalty 
was not borne by Him, it still hangs over me.” Every believer in 
Christ must affirm the truth that Christ died a sacrificial death in 
the place of sinners.” - Mike McKinley, Am I Really a Christian?
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4. Jesus was Raised Bodily from the Grave

True Christians don't stop at his death. After all, even 
non-Christians _________ that Jesus died on a cross.

Belief in his death doesn't ______. It is belief in his 
resurrection that does. 

Remember Romans 10:9? “If you declare with your 
mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 
God ________ him from the dead, you will be saved.”

Resurrection is _____________.

1 Corinthians 15:13, 17, 19 says, “And if Christ has not 
been raised, our preaching is ________ and so is your 
faith....And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is 
_______; you are still in your sins... If only for this life 
we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be 
_________.”

Paul is saying that if Jesus did not rise from the grave 
then there is ____ ____________. True Christians must 
believe that Jesus rose from the dead.

5. Jesus is Lord

One other thing you must believe about Jesus is that he 
is Lord. _______ Lord.

Lord means “__________ __________” in all things, 
including your life.

“Howsoever a man may approach me, even so do I accept them; 
for, on all sides, whatever path they may choose is mine.” - 
Bhagavad Gita, iv, 11

“Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6

Matthew 18:18 says, “Then Jesus came to them and 
said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to _____...” 

Ephesians 1:22 says, “And God placed all things under 
_____ feet and appointed ______ to be head over 
everything for the church...”

False Christians believe that _______ have the 
authority to live their lives however ______ want.

True Christians are by definition under the ______ of 
the Lord Jesus. 

Homework

A question: How can Jesus be Lord if I still make all the 
decisions for my life?

Read Philippians 2 in context then ask yourself:

1. Who is the Lord of my life? 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
2. What evidence do I have for that?
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Pray: God, thank you for coming to this earth, for 
making yourself a human servant, and for dying on the 
cross for my sins. Thank you for rising from the grave 
and giving me that hope that because of your sacrifice 
and your resurrection I, too, may one day rise from the 
dead to eternal bliss with you. Jesus you are awesome 
and I love you! Be the Lord of my life, help me give up 
lordship. Amen.

The world will tell you that you are arrogant, not loving, if you 
spread the message of Jesus’s saving work as the only way to God. 
But God calls it love.” - John Piper, Jesus: The Only Way to God
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