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Am I Really a 
Christian? By Mike 
McKinley

Am I Really a Christian? Week 5

Part 1: Why Love?

A song: What's love got to do, got to do with it / What's 
love but a second hand emotion (Tina Turner)

We've all heard that Jesus is love and God is love. What 
we should also hear about is that _________ are also 
love because that is what we are called to be to the 
world.

True Christians love. They love other _________, the 
________, and their ________. Why do they love like 
this? 

Christians love like this because, by the power of the 
Spirit, they reflect the character of ____ _______.

The Word is very clear o this topic.: if you don't love 
you aren't a _________ of Christ.

“Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a 
brother or sister is still in the darkness... But anyone 
who hates a brother or sister is in the darkness and 
walks around in the darkness.  They do not know where 
they are going, because the darkness has _________ 
them” (1 John 2:9, 11) .

The requirement to love comes from the fact that we, 
as followers of Christ, are to ________ what Christ did. 

What did Jesus do?

“Because of his great love for us,  God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were 
dead in transgressions  —it is by grace you have been 
_________” (Eph.2:4-5).

“For God so loved  the world that he gave  his one and 
only Son,  that whoever believes  in him shall not 
_______ but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

John 3:16 is not a play in football. That's the earth 
shattering truth that changed everything: Jesus loves us 
so much he died for us to save us from sin.

Why has God saved his people? Why has he made them 
his children? It’s not because of anything in them. 
Rather, it’s entirely a matter of God’s _______ ______. 
He loves his people, and so he sent his Son to save 
them.

One of the most important ________ that always 
accompanies true repentance and faith, says the Bible, 
is a growth in genuine love for other people. In fact, if 
this kind of change has not accompanied your 
conversion, there’s reason to ask whether you are 
really a Christian.

“Dear friends, let us love one another,  for love comes 
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God  
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not 
______ God, because God is love” ( John 4:7-8). 

The point is pretty simple: you are not a Christian if you 
don’t love people.

Part 2: Love Other Christians

An observation: Loving Christians is hard sometimes. 

Everyone loves ______. If you stood up in a meeting of 
Christians, Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, and Hindus and 
said, “God is love,” you would see a lot of nodding. 
People like the idea of a God who is love. They even like 
the idea of a religion that tells people to love.

“Following Christ has nothing to do with success as the world sees 
success. It has to do with love."  - Madeleine L’Engle

"God is love. He didn’t need us. But he wanted us. And that is the 
most amazing thing." - Rick Warren
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But most of the time, ________ is less enthusiastic than 
________. 

Like Mark Twain, who said, of Christians, “If Christ were 
here there is one thing he would not be--a Christian,” 
loving Christians can be ______ sometimes. 

But it's a ___________.

“A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I 
have loved you, so you must love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another” (John 13:34-35). 

Jesus’s disciples should love each other in ways that are 
extraordinary by the world’s standards. It’s one of the 
hallmarks and calling cards of Christ’s __________.

This love normally manifests itself in the context of life 
in a local ______. Members of a local church should 
care for one another physically and spiritually.

Some say that they don't go to church because of 
they've been hurt by those at church. Peter was 
familiar with the troubles that can come up between 
believers and addressed it: 

“Above all, love each other deeply,  because love 
covers over a multitude of sins” (1 Pet 4:8).

Basically, Peter is saying, “They’re going to sin against 
you, but love them anyway!”

No matter how much you've been hurt or how much 
you may dislike other believers, if you are a Christian 
you will ______ them. 

Remember John said the alternative to this love is 
darkness. 

And remember when you think of these unlovable 
people that ____ could ____ that person to someone 
else. So this is a good deal for everyone involved.

In fact, it is very likely that you are unaware of your sins 
against your fellow churchgoers. 

From the very beginning of time, human nature has 
obscured our ability to see our own faults clearly. 

This is the reason why the Christian life should be lived 
out with other brothers and sisters in a faithful local 
church. We are not good _______ of our own hearts.

Being involved in a local church is immensely helpful for 
all kinds of people in at least three ways. 

First, sitting under the preaching of God’s Word helps 
to ______ our values and measurements with God’s. As 
we discover what God means by holiness, we become 
less enamored with our own ideas of righteousness and 
unrighteousness. Hearing from the Word teaches us 
what pleases God and what doesn’t. 

Second, watching the _______ of other believers makes 
obedience to God seem normal and possible in a world 
where sin is normative.

Third, interacting with others on the same faith 
pilgrimage can help us see who we _______ _____ and 
find others who are willing to walk with us and hold us 
accountable.

No matter what “Christians” may have done or how 
much we don't think they deserve love our 
determination to love or not to love shows us clearly 
whether or not we are true followers of Christ.  

"Love is an act of endless forgiveness." - Jean Vanier
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Part 3: Love the Needy

A question: Does eating lunch with pastor, and paying 
every other time, count as my tithe?

Another question: If I give money to my church and it 
has a food pantry does that count as giving to and 
feeding the poor?

Another characteristic of Christian love is that it tends 
toward the poor and needy. 

“If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother 
or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the 
love of God be in that person? Dear children,  let us not 
love with words or speech but with ______ and in 
_____” (1 John 3:17-18).

The first century was full of examples of how to love 
our neighbors:

The early church took care of ________ (1 Tim 5).

They shared their _________: “All the believers were 
together and had everything in common” (Acts 2:44).

When they had excess _______ _____ they “sold 
property and possessions to give to anyone who had 
need” (Acts 2:45). 

These acts of love were prompted directly by Jesus' 
own words. Remember the parable of the Sheep and 
the Goats from Matthew? What did the Sheep do? 
(25:35-36)

I was _______ and you gave me something to eat, 

I was _______ and you gave me something to drink, 

I was a ________ and you invited me in, 

I needed ________ and you clothed me,  

I was _____ and you looked after me,  

I was in ________ and you came to visit me.

Love like this flourishes in _____ Christians. 

If that seems hard to believe, given human nature, 
remember that love like this isn't from our own effort 
but God's effort through us. 

True Christians will not only recognize the needy, but 
love them and when they can't love them on their own, 
they will ask for and receive the power to love them 
through the Spirit. 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you” (Acts 1:8a)

Power to overcome our limitations. Power to love. 

Though we have our treasure-chest, it is not made up of purchase-
money, as of a religion that has its price. On the monthly day, if he 
likes, each puts in a small donation; but only if it be his pleasure, 
and only if he be able: for there is no compulsion; all is voluntary. 
These gifts . . . are not taken thence and spent on feasts, and 
drinking-bouts, and eating-houses, but to support and bury poor 
people, to supply the wants of boys and girls destitute of means 
and parents, and of old persons confined now to the house; such, 
too, as have suffered shipwreck; and if there happen to be any in 
the mines, or banished to the islands, or shut up in the prisons, for 
nothing but their fidelity to the cause of God’s Church, they 
become the nurslings of their confession. But it is mainly the deeds 
of a love so noble that lead many to put a brand upon us. See, they 
say, how they love one another . . . how they are ready even to die 
for one another. - Tertullian, 2nd Century Christian Author
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Part 4: Love Your Enemies

A thousand words: I know you're looking at that picture 
over there. Yes, that is Osama bin Laden on a shirt. 
Check it out. Let me know if you want to know where to 
buy one.

The third type of love that characterizes a genuine 
Christian is love for one’s enemies. 

This is perhaps the most _______ but most _______ 
form of love enjoined by Jesus. 

He observes that even the worst kinds of sinners love 
people who love them. But that’s not enough for his 
people.

“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, 
do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse 
you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone slaps 
you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If 
someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt 
from them. Give to everyone who asks you, and if 
anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it 
back. Do to others as you would have them do to ____. 

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to 
you?  Even sinners love those who love them. And if 
you do good to those who are good to you, what credit 
is that to you? Even sinners do that. And if you lend to 
those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is 
that to you?  Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to 
be repaid in full. But love your enemies, do good to 
them,  and lend to them without expecting to get 
anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you 
will be ________  of the Most High,  because he is kind 
to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful,  just as your 
Father  is merciful” (Luke 6:27-36). 

“Even the worst people I know love their friends or their moms or 
their kids.” - Mike McKinley, Am I Really A Christian?

"The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and also to love our 
enemies; probably because they are generally the same people."  - 
G.K. Chesterton

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor  
and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you,  that you may 
be _______  of your Father in heaven (Matt 5:43-45).

We all know who our “enemies” are because usually we 
are praying for God to save us from them: the boss who 
expects too much, the spouse who doesn't want 
support us, the neighbor who let's their yard overgrow 
ours, the person in our small group who won't stop 
gossiping about us, etc. 

And then there is Al Qaeda, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, 
Russia, China and whoever else is the “enemy” of the 
United States. 

__________ it is we are required to love them if we are 
truly Christians. 

Raise your 
hand if you 
love Osama 
and prayed 
for him.
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The book of 1 
Corinthians in the 
Bible

Part 5: God is Love

A point: Communion with God is impossible if we have a 
different set of morals and goals. 

Bottom line is that Christians must love or they aren't 
actually Christians. 

Because “Christian” means “_______ of ______” and 
Christ is love.

One more time: “Whoever does not love does not 
know God, because God is love (1 John 4:8).

Christians are __________ to love because God himself 
loves. Our love shows that God’s love is in us, and it 
demonstrates what he is like. We love other Christians, 
the needy, and our enemies because those are the 
people that God ______.

The entire Christian message displays the glories of 
God’s gracious, undeserved love for the people he 
saves.

A Christian should be marked by such counter intuitive, 
________ love. Everything in us naturally loves those 
who are kind to us and naturally hates those who 
oppose us. But everyone who has been born of God 
and who follows Jesus as Lord loves supernaturally, 
which means loving those who oppose us.

Two weeks ago we considered how our attitude 
towards sin reveals the identity of our father. If we love 
sin, Satan must be our father. If we love righteousness, 
God must be our father. In the same way, the manner 
in which you love shows to whom you belong. If you 
only love those who love you, you are not followers of 
the Jesus. Remember, Jesus forgave his tormentors.

If you do not follow in Jesus' footsteps and love people 
then you are not a Christian.

Homework

A personal interpretations of 1 Cor 13:1: If I speak 
with human eloquence and sound like a sweet angel 
and even if what I'm saying is the truth, but I don't 
speak with love, my words are nothing but 
annoying, unwelcome noise that turns off my 
hearers and ruins my witness.

Read 1 Corinthians 13 and 1 John 2:9-11 and ask 
yourself:

1. Who do I find easy or hard to love?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
2. Which of the examples of love from 1 Corinthians 
have I shown to those I find hard to love?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
3. What evidence do I have that I am loving as I 
should be? (If I don't have examples, what can I do 
to love as I should?)
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Pray: Lord, please give me the power, through your 
Holy Spirit,  to grasp how wide and long and high 
and deep  is your love,and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge so that you I can be filled  with 
the  fullness of God in my life so I can show that love 
to the people around me, my brothers and sisters, 
the needy and my so-called enemies. Amen.

"God is love. Therefore love. Without distinction, without 
calculation, without procrastination, love." - Henry Drummond
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