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Am I Really a 
Christian? By Mike 
McKinley

Am I Really a Christian? Week 6

Part 1: Stuff 

A fact: The American Dream is not the Christian Ideal.

There are times when wisdom calls us to __________ 
something extremely valuable, even if it might 
otherwise be a good thing.

Money and material possessions are also good things. 
They are ______ from God to be enjoyed. 

In a certain respect, we can even say they are necessary 
for living in this world. 

What many people who call themselves Christians do 
not realize, however, is how easily all our ______—or 
______ of ______—keeps us pinned to the wall, and 
threatens to take our soul. 

In fact, let's put it like this: you are not a Christian if 
love your stuff.

Part 2: The Cost

A question: How much would you charge to take up my 
cross for me daily?

In Luke 18:18-25, Jesus tells us what it costs to be 
saved:

A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?” 

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one 
is good—except God alone. You know the 
commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you 
shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give 
false testimony, honor your father and mother.’” 

“All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said.

When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack 
one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  Then 
come, follow me.”

When he heard this, he became very sad, because he 
was very wealthy. Jesus looked at him and said, “How 
hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 
Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God.”

If someone who follows all the rules can't make it how 
about those of us who can't even follow the rules?

We aren't the only ones with this question:

Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?”

Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible 
with God.” 

Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow 
you!” 

“Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has 
left home or wife or brothers or sisters or parents or 
children for the sake of the kingdom of God will fail to 
receive many times as much in this age, and in the age 
to come  eternal life” (Luke 18:26-30).

On the outside, this man was as good as you or me, and 
probably better.

But it's what's on the (_________) that counts.

And this man was not as righteous as he believed.

“Beware of self-righteousness. The black devil of licentiousness 
destroys his hundreds, but the white devil of self-righteousness 
destroys his thousands.” - Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
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A parallel passage in Mark sheds more light on this man 
and his response:

At this the man’s face _____. He went away sad, 
because he had great wealth.

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How 
hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” 
(10:22-23)

This man who eagerly knelt before Jesus moments 
before goes away, downcast without saying a word.

In Matthew 19:16-30, the rich man inserts a revealing 
question during Jesus' answer:

“Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus 
replied. “There is only One who is good. If you want to 
enter life, keep the commandments.” 

“_______ ______?” he inquired. (17-18)

So the “righteous” ruler had everything, but it turns out 
this man lacked (at least) one thing. The most 
important thing.

He had a lot of treasure here on earth. But Jesus said 
that if this rich ruler wanted treasure in heaven—that 
is, salvation—his stuff had to go. 

He could not have both his wealth and the kingdom of 
God. Why not? 

Consider four things that the Bible tells us about 
wealth.

1. _____________ isn't bad; it was the original order of 
things. (Gen 1:28-30)

2. ___________ is often times the fruit of obedience 
and wisdom. (Deut 7:12-14; Deut 8:18; Prov 10:22)

3. _________ helps us provide for the needy. (Prov 
28:27; Luke 3:11)

4. When Jesus returns and makes all things new, God’s 
people will again be ____________. (Rev 22:1-5)

We all intuitively understand that money can be a good 
thing. 

When your kids are sick, it’s a blessing to have money 
to pay for their care. 

When you’re hungry, it’s good to have money to fill 
your stomach. 

So Jesus is _____ telling this rich young ruler that his 
wealth is inherently sinful. Money is a blessing from 
God for which we should be thankful.

Part 3: Money is Dangerous

A question: If life insurance companies make money 
even though everyone who has it dies, what are they 
really selling?

In a fallen world, money and possessions are inherently 
dangerous. The rich young man was ______ to this fact. 

Money can make life easier. It has the power to give us 
what we want. Therefore, human beings are constantly 
tempted to make an ______ out of their wealth.

Instead of trusting God’s power and goodness, we trust 
money’s power and our own goodness. We trust it for 
happiness and security.
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Instead of looking to God for _______________, we 
grow attached to our possessions and look to them for 
meaning and satisfaction. 

So dangerous is money that Jesus warned his disciples 
that rich people will have an extremely hard time 
getting into the kingdom of God. More money means 
more temptation to _________ God and _______ 
wealth.

“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of 
greed; life does not consist in an abundance of 
possessions.” 

And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain 
rich man yielded an abundant harvest. He thought to 
himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my 
crops.’

“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my 
barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my 
surplus grain. And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of 
grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink 
and be merry.”’

“But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very night your 
life will be demanded from you.  Then who will get 
what you have prepared for yourself?’ 

“This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for 
themselves but is not ______ toward God” (Luke 12:15-
21)

The man may have been a shrewd businessman, but 
the shrewd businessman was finally a fool. He spent his 
life pursuing the wrong kind of riches. When it came 
time for him to give an account for his life, he was not 
prepared. 

Proverbs 11:14 drives the point home bluntly: “Wealth 
is _____________ in the day of wrath, but 
righteousness delivers from death.”

So dangerous is the love of money, in fact, that Jesus 
described it as one of the chief pretenders to God’s 
throne. He knew that it presents itself as a would-be 
savior, offering salvation through comfort and ease. So 
he warned his listeners in the starkest terms: 

"No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God 
and Money” (Luke 16:13). 

There are two gods making a claim on your life. 

One of them is the true God of the universe, who is 
ready to help and to save. You will find freedom, joy, 
and eternal life serving him. 

The other god is, in fact, no god at all, but that doesn’t 
stop it from making promises it _______ _______. In 
fact, this other god will require more and more time, 
more and more anxiety, and more and more love and 
energy, but it will never provide the ultimate payoff of 
joy and peace. This god is a slave master who lies. 

So which god do you want to serve?

If you come to Christ, you cannot do so halfheartedly. 
Jesus won’t share your affections or heart with 
anything else. This is not because he’s petty or doesn’t 
play nice. It’s because he is kind, and he knows these 
other things are ______ you.

“How often I think my priorities are more important than what God 
is doing! (Oh…I’m sure I could justify my “stuff” if I wanted to. But 
what’s the point – I can’t justify myself!). How often I look at my 
earthly wealth (such as it is) and think to myself, “I’m doing pretty 
well.

“The truth is, I am still living as though I am poor in the places that 
matter most. While God has given me a glorious inheritance in 
himself and in the saints, I fail to take hold of it. Lord, help me to 
have a right motivation and to take action.”  Bryan Entzminger
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Nothing else can deliver what you need. Your money, 
job, success, kids, spouse, hopes, ambitions, dreams, 
reputation . . . all of them may be good things. But 
none of them can meet your greatest needs. 

Our hearts are bent to think they can. We look at those 
things and think, “That will save me and give me joy, 
purpose, and meaning.” 

But if you try to find _____ in anything other than 
Jesus, it will end badly.

Jesus confronts us and offers to untangle us from our 
covetousness and enslaving idolatry. 

Most of us don’t own our stuff; our stuff ______ us. So 
Jesus comes to set us free. 

Graciously, he exposes our false loves. He shows us that 
our hearts are idolatrous, and he extends his gracious 
salvation to anyone who will enter his service.

The radical nature of discipleship forces a ________. 
Jesus says we cannot serve God and money because he 
will admit no rivals. His salvation demands total 
commitment. 

You cannot be a Christian if pursuing riches on earth is 
the organizing principle of your life. Instead, you must 
be willing to sacrifice everything in order to have Jesus 
as your Lord.

Following after Jesus requires us to pay a price. We 
cannot serve Jesus and our money, and so when the 
demands of the two come into conflict we see whom 
we really serve. 

We must be willing to ______ _______ from our riches 
if Jesus calls us to.

You must dead to your possessions. They must no 
longer command your love and obedience. They must 
be all at Jesus’s disposal. If he wants any of it, it’s his.

Homework

A reminder: Idolatry is Commandment #1. Coveting 
is #10.

Read Matthew 6:24 and Luke 9:23 and ask yourself:

1. Can you point to areas in your life where you 
have “picked up your cross” and followed after 
Jesus? If not, what does that mean about your claim 
to be a Christian? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
2. Think through some ways that you could use your 
money to serve God’s purposes. Is there anything 
you could give up that would enable you to be 
more generous to the needy and the cause of the 
gospel?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Pray: Lord, I know you came into the world to save 
sinners--of whom I am the worst. Please forgive me 
of putting myself first, trusting myself and my stuff 
to take care of me instead of trusting you and 
seeking after treasures in this world instead of the 
treasure that is you. Help me to be free of my 
bondage to my things and free to serve you as you 
deserve. Thank you, Jesus! 

“Answer the call. Follow Christ. He will take care of all of our 
needs. True faith begins with this: “I divest my life of all 
pretense. I invest my life totally in You, O Christ. For You are 
my only security. You are my only treasure.” - Michael Milton 
(.org)
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