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Am I Really a Christian? Week 7

Part 1: A Mess 

A Joke: How do you know an elephant is in your 
suitcase? It's heavy. 

AS WE HAVE made our way through this study, we have 
had to do the difficult work of taking genuinely black 
and white principles and applying them to our lives, 
lives which are colored in shades of gray. 

When it comes down to mapping these principles onto 
our lives, it gets difficult to see clearly. 

For example, which of these people are genuine 
Christians?

Pedro has been married to the same woman for almost 
twenty years. Pedro professed faith in Christ when he 
was a young man and has never been involved in any 
scandalous sin. He has been faithful in his church 
attendance; he’s there every week. Still, Pedro has 
never involved himself in the life of the congregation, 
but has kept everyone at arm’s length. He does not 
attempt to know anyone in the congregation, or let 
them know him. He sits in the back of the building with 
a half scowl on his face, rarely singing. He enjoys how 
the sermons stimulate him intellectually, but he rarely 
considers how to apply them to his life.

Christianity is regarded as a relic from a distant past—a 
superstition for old ladies. Since coming to America, 
Fransisco has been befriended by a group of Christian 
students. They have included him in their outings and 
invited him to come along to church. Now, he finds 
himself wondering if he is a Christian. When he heard 
the news that God offers him forgiveness through 
Jesus, he was very excited. He finds himself resisting sin 
and trusting in Jesus more and more, but he still has 
serious doubts about whether some of the events in 
the Bible really happened.

Leslie came to faith in Jesus at a youth camp when she 
was a teenager. In her twenties, she got married and 
became involved with a church in her neighborhood. 
But at one point, she stopped attending. Then her 
husband discovered that she had been having a 
number of affairs. He divorced her, and she became 
pregnant by another man, at which time she came back 
to the church claiming to be repentant for her sin. She 
got into counseling and changed her behaviors. Now 
she is trying to rebuild her life with her baby girl, but 
she is lonely and feels constantly tempted to turn to 
promiscuous sex for comfort.

Sam has been in church his whole life. He prayed a 
prayer “to accept Jesus into his heart” and was 
baptized when he was a small child. He does not 
disbelieve in God, but he does not really see what 
difference Christianity makes in his life. He does not 
drink or do drugs or mess around with girls. But if he 
thought he could do those things without getting 
caught, he just might.

Belford lives in a Christian home and takes his faith 
seriously. He is involved in church, reads his Bible, and 
prays on his own a few times a week. He reads 
Christian books and listens to Christian radio. But when 
he goes out with his friends he sometimes drinks too 
much. And once or twice a week he looks at 
pornography on the Internet. He always feels bad 
about it, but assumes that it’s pretty much inevitable.

Zoey is an attorney, and a;so a devoted stay-at-home 
mom to her three small children. She lives in the Bible 
Belt and attends the local Baptist church, just as all of 
her friends do. Though she is not (in her words) super-
religious, she is glad that her children will have a 
religious upbringing and it makes her feel good to give 
money to different church projects. She also spends a 
lot of time and money making sure that she and her 
family have the best of everything: nice clothes, a huge 
house, the best cars, and the most exclusive school for 
her children.



  

07

Additional Reading

Am I Really a 
Christian? By Mike 
McKinley

Which of these people are Christians? All of them, 
except for Francisco, profess to be Christians, and all of 
them could give some evidence for their faith. 

But they also seem to fail at least one of the tests we 
have outlined in this study.

If we are being really honest, who of us does not seem 
to fail these tests sometimes? 

Sometimes, doubt creeps in and makes it hard to trust 
in Jesus. 

Sometimes, we don’t love other Christians. 

Sometimes, sin feels enjoyable and money looks like 
the answer.

Is no one a Christian? Given that we all fail to meet 
these standards, how could anyone claim to be a 
genuine follower of Christ? 

And how can anyone have assurance?

Part 2: Blessed Assurance

An exhale: I've been holding my breath waiting to 
simply relax and realize 

No Christian is perfect, but it is possible to have some 
confidence in one’s salvation. In fact, the Bible 
encourages us to pursue assurance. 

The apostle John even wrote his first letter “to you who 
believe in the name of the Son of God that you may 
know that you have eternal life” ( John : ). But how can 
weak, sinful, wavering people like us be confident that 
we genuinely belong to Christ? For starters, we need to 
identify the basis of assurance.

vbvb
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cvcv cvcv

“How often I think my priorities are more important than what God 
is doing! (Oh…I’m sure I could justify my “stuff” if I wanted to. But 
what’s the point – I can’t justify myself!). How often I look at my 
earthly wealth (such as it is) and think to myself, “I’m doing pretty 
well.

“The truth is, I am still living as though I am poor in the places that 
matter most. While God has given me a glorious inheritance in 
himself and in the saints, I fail to take hold of it. Lord, help me to 
have a right motivation and to take action.”  Bryan Entzminger
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cvcv Homework

A reminder: Idolatry is Commandment #1. Coveting 
is #10.

Read Matthew 6:24 and Luke 9:23 and ask yourself:

1. Can you point to areas in your life where you 
have “picked up your cross” and followed after 
Jesus? If not, what does that mean about your claim 
to be a Christian? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
2. Think through some ways that you could use your 
money to serve God’s purposes. Is there anything 
you could give up that would enable you to be 
more generous to the needy and the cause of the 
gospel?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Pray: Lord, I know you came into the world to save 
sinners--of whom I am the worst. Please forgive me 
of putting myself first, trusting myself and my stuff 
to take care of me instead of trusting you and 
seeking after treasures in this world instead of the 
treasure that is you. Help me to be free of my 
bondage to my things and free to serve you as you 
deserve. Thank you, Jesus! 

“Answer the call. Follow Christ. He will take care of all of our 
needs. True faith begins with this: “I divest my life of all 
pretense. I invest my life totally in You, O Christ. For You are 
my only security. You are my only treasure.” - Michael Milton 
(.org)
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